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It reports only to the public. The original sixty-five members, known as
the advisory committee, never meet as a committee. Individual members are
called in consultation with the executive committee as their services are

needed. There is an associate membership of about 500, made up of those
who have by card expressed approval of the purposes of the organization.

The league is a permanent organization, keeping constant watch of

municipal affairs within its jurisdiction, and at the conclusion of a campaign
beginning immediate preparations for the next one. It rarely seeks to direct
legislation in either city or county government,.

No attempt has been made in Minneapolis to organize a distinctively
municipal party. There has been very little sentiment for such a move, the
prevailing opinion being that, with the large independent vote in this com-

munity, better results can be reached by the plan of the league to raise the
standard of the respective party nominees by organizing disinterested citizens
for the support of the best qualified men, irrespective of their party brand.
We have found that a large share of the voters will choose rightly, if given
proper direction from a reliable and disinterested source. The direct primary
system in Minnesota gives such an organization the opportunity to take an
active part also in the selection of the party nominees.

The local issues have not, up to date, been sufficiently clean cut, or the
situation in the dominant parties so discouraging, as to necessitate the
formation of a distinctively municipal party. The large independent vote
tends to keep up the standard of candidates as well as of official performance.

KANSAS CITY

CIVIC LEAGUE.

By ALLAN O. HARRISON, Secretary Kansas City Civic League.

The Kansas City Civic League was organized in the fall of 1901, and

incorporated under the laws of Missouri January t t, 1902. The purpose
of the league is to &dquo;secure the nomination and election of aggressively honest
and capable men to all city, township and county officers.&dquo; The conditions
which called for the civic league were: a generally demoralized city gov-
ernment, failure to enforce the law, graft, election frauds, incompetency of
appointees, and indifference of good people to these things.

The plan of the league is to investigate the character and fitness of
candidates for local offices and issue a report to the public, urging the election
of those found worthy, and the defeat of those found unworthy, regardless
of political party. After the election the league watches the conduct of those
elected to office, and before the expiration of their term the league issues

another report covering their official conduct. At the last two local elections

it was noted that fully three-fourths of the League’s recommendations had
been followed by the voters.
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The chief obstacles we have found in the way of electing high grade
officials have been spoils, politics and election frauds. We have sought to
remove the former by advocating civil service, and the latter by aiding in
the prosecution of those found violating the election laws. Through the
efforts of the league three men have recently been convicted and sentenced to
two years each in the penitentiary for election frauds.

There is no distinctively municipal party in Kansas City. The two

leading national parties are strongly intrenched in local elections, and there
has been little or no effort to start a municipal party. The chief difficulties
in the way of a purely municipal party are: First, the strong allegiance to
one of the other of the national parties, which has amounted to a reverence
with many Missouri voters in the past; and, second, the form of ballot used
in Missouri. Each party has a separate ballot, and thousands of voters cast
their ballots, not according to the merits of the candidates, but according to
the caption of the ballot. This form of ballot is also conducive to vote

buying. The Civic League is advocating the abolishment of the separate ballot
or party column and the substitution of the single ballot, with the names of
all candidates for each office under the designation of that office.

The Civic League is the only civic organization in the city that partici-
pates actively in municipal elections. During its early efforts the League was
ignored by the politicians, but later they came to respect it, and candidates
now respond promptly to the questions put to them by the league for infor-
mation. The league is generally recognized as a power for good, and a large
number of voters look forward regularly to the league’s report as a guide
for voting.

DENVER

LEAGUE FOR HONEST ELECTIONS.

By JAMES H. CAUSEY, Denver, Col.

The only civic organization which has taken an active part in our elections
has been the League for Honest Elections.

This organization has not co-operated with any political party, but has
devoted itself entirely to the work of purging our city of ’election frauds.
The plan of organization was the simple one of forming fifteen men into a
non-partisan body, with a president, vice-president, secretary and treasurer.
It opened a permanent office, which it has maintained until this time, by having
an office secretary and keeping the public in touch with its progress. It did
not attempt to organize a municipal party for the reason that the field is

pretty well covered by the two principal national parties. The flood of light
which it threw on our election situation resulted in the arrest and conviction
of many of the tricksters. A new registration law has been obtained from
the Legislature which we think will be of great benefit hereafter.

The work of the League for Honest Elections is now being supplanted
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